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CICIG helped establish a wiretapping 
unit within the Attorney General’s Of-
fice. Prior to that, wiretaps were ille-
gal. The unit, which has been sup-
ported by the United States, has been 
instrumental in helping the Attorney 
General investigate and dismantle 
complex criminal networks. Report-
edly, among the officers recently re-
moved by Minister Degenhart was the 
director of the wiretapping unit. 

If we have learned anything over 
many years of trying to assist the 
countries of Central America build the 
institutions of government necessary 
to effectively combat corruption and 
impunity, it is that without partners 
who care at least as much about these 
issues as we do it is a fruitless exercise 
and a waste of U.S. taxpayers’ money. 

What is happening today in Guate-
mala is a repeat of what we have ob-
served many times before. New govern-
ment officials take office, they profess 
their commitment to democratic 
ideals, the rule of law, and judicial 
independence, and then, when their 
own misdeeds become the focus of 
criminal investigations, they show 
their true colors. 

They ignore rulings by the country’s 
highest courts. They seek to replace 
magistrates who cannot be intimi-
dated, with cronies who will shield 
them from the law. They expel inter-
national prosecutors on grounds of 
‘‘sovereignty.’’ They threaten those 
whose job it is to apply the law. They 
try to intimidate their political oppo-
nents. It is the same sad story. 

I recently met Constitutional Court 
Magistrate Gloria Patria Porras 
Escobar, an experienced and inter-
nationally respected jurist and former 
prosecutor known for her independence 
and courage. She, like others who have 
honored their professions, is an exam-
ple of what Guatemala needs; yet she is 
being vilified by those who seek to sub-
vert the institutions of justice. 

The people of Guatemala deserve bet-
ter. They have demanded an end to cor-
ruption, an end to impunity, and an 
end to public officials who care more 
about enriching and protecting them-
selves than they do about addressing 
the needs of their people. The Guate-
malan people overwhelming support 
the attorney general’s office and 
CICIG, which have, for the first time in 
the country’s history, shown that pub-
lic officials who abuse their authority 
are not above the law. 

President Morales’s administration 
has less than a year left in office. Let 
us hope that he quickly reverses course 
because the path he is on will jeop-
ardize further U.S. support for his gov-
ernment’s participation in the Alliance 
for Prosperity. Otherwise, we will have 
no choice but to wait for a government 
in Guatemala that has the integrity to 
be a credible partner of the United 
States. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President, 
I rise today regarding President 
Trump’s reversal of his commitment to 
support a short-term government fund-
ing bill and defer further spending ne-
gotiations until February. 

The Senate voted late Wednesday 
night on bipartisan legislation to avoid 
a government shutdown right before 
Christmas. I supported that legislation, 
and my position has not changed. I do 
not support President Trump’s wall 
proposal, and I do not believe the 
President should shut down the govern-
ment over it. 

Senate Majority Leader MITCH 
MCCONNELL scheduled a vote on a 
straightforward, 7-week continuing res-
olution because the White House com-
mitted to him that President Trump 
would sign it into law. The Senate 
voted on that legislation with the un-
derstanding that the President would 
sign it and defer any further debate 
over his wall until February. 

President Trump’s reversal of his 
commitment to sign the continuing 
resolution has now placed the Federal 
Government on the brink of a shut-
down. 

Everyone knows that Trump’s border 
wall proposal cannot get the 60 votes it 
needs in order to pass the Senate. That 
is an inescapable fact that the Presi-
dent needs to finally accept. 

I cannot support the version of the 
short-term continuing resolution that 
the House passed last night. The $5.7 
billion in wall funding added by House 
Republicans is accompanied by no 
meaningful justification from the 
White House. Earlier this year, Presi-
dent Trump requested $1.6 billion in 
wall funding. That was the amount re-
quested in the President’s official 
budget submitted to Congress. That 
was the amount that would be provided 
under the spending bill approved by the 
Senate Appropriations Committee. 
Now, however, the President says he 
needs $5 billion. 

The House version of the short-term 
continuing resolution also contains al-
most $8 billion in disaster funding that 
would help victims of this year’s dev-
astating wildfires, which I would sup-
port. However, this disaster funding is 
not necessary now as when Federal dis-
aster assistance accounts retain suffi-
cient balances for the purposes of im-
mediate recovery needs. 

Unfortunately, due to the timing of 
the vote and difficulties incurred in re-
turning to Washington, DC, I was un-
able to cast my vote in person. This 
statement in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD is intended to make clear that, 
if present, I would have voted no. 

Thank you.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING PRESIDENT 
GEORGE H.W. BUSH 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I 
was honored to attend the ceremonies 
in the Capitol Rotunda and at Wash-

ington National Cathedral for former 
President George H.W. Bush. I first 
met President Bush when he was Vice 
President and I was the speaker of the 
Maryland House of Delegates. He vis-
ited Annapolis, and I presented him 
with a Maryland tie. He immediately 
took off his tie, which he gave to me, 
and put on the Maryland tie, which he 
wore with pride. He had a keen eye for 
detail, for the little things. I had a 
book on a shelf in my office which was 
still in the shrink-wrap packaging. He 
sent me a note—one of his thousands of 
famous personal notes—gently ribbing 
me, writing, ‘‘It’s good to see you are 
keeping up on your reading.’’ 

I thing George H.W. Bush may have 
been the most qualified person ever 
elected President, starting all the way 
back to his high school years at Phil-
lips Academy Andover, where he was 
president of the senior class, secretary 
of the student council, a member of the 
editorial board of the school news-
paper, and captain of the varsity base-
ball and soccer teams. He was one of 
the youngest aviators in the Navy at 
the beginning of World War II and was 
barely 20 when his Grumman TBM 
Avenger was hit by flak during an at-
tack on Japanese installations on 
Chichijima. He calmly delivered his 
payload, scoring several hits, before 
flying as far away from the island as he 
could in a plane with its engines on 
fire. He bailed out and ended up in an 
inflatable raft for four hours before 
being rescued by the submarine USS 
Finback. He flew 58 combat missions, 
for which he received the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, three Air Medals, and the 
Presidential Unit Citation awarded to 
the USS San Jacinto. 

After his military service, he went to 
Yale University, graduating with a 
bachelor of arts degree in economics in 
21⁄2 years. He was president of his fra-
ternity, captain of the Yale varsity 
baseball team, and elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa. He could have stayed back east 
in Connecticut, where his father Pres-
cott would be elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate in a special election in 1952, but 
George Bush moved to Texas with his 
wife Barbara and their young son 
George W. Bush, where he cofounded 
Zapata Petroleum Corporation. He was 
a successful businessman when he ran 
for the U.S. Senate in 1964, losing to 
the Democratic incumbent, Ralph Yar-
borough. Two years later, however, he 
was elected to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, and he won reelection in 
1968. The Seventh District was conserv-
ative, but George Bush voted for the 
Civil Rights Act of 1968 and the Fair 
Housing Act, and he supported birth 
control and a women’s right to choose. 

In 1970, then-President Richard Nixon 
prevailed on George Bush to run for the 
U.S. Senate again. He did, but he lost 
again, this time to Lloyd Bentsen. 
President Nixon nominated him to 
serve as U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations, and the Senate confirmed the 
nomination unanimously. He served 
with distinction for 2 years. In 1973, he 
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became chairman of the Republican 
National Committee and survived Wa-
tergate with his reputation and integ-
rity intact. President Gerald Ford ap-
pointed Bush to be chief of the U.S. Li-
aison Office in the People’s Republic of 
China. During the time he held this po-
sition, he was instrumental in improv-
ing U.S.-China relations. 

From January of 1976 to January of 
1977, George Bush was Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence and incoming Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter considered keeping 
Bush in the post. He left the Central 
Intelligence Agency and became a part- 
time professor at Rice University’s 
Jones School of Business and a director 
at the prestigious Council on Foreign 
Relations. 

In 1980, George Bush ran for the Re-
publican nomination for President, ul-
timately yielding to Ronald Reagan, 
who then chose Bush as his running 
mate. George Bush served as Vice 
President for 8 years and then, in 1988, 
became the first incumbent Vice Presi-
dent to be elected President in 152 
years. 

George Bush brought all of these 
qualifications and experiences to the 
Oval Office. Now, he only served one 
term; he was defeated in his bid for re-
election in 1992. But many commenta-
tors have noted that he may be the 
most successful one-term President in 
U.S. history. Indeed, his accomplish-
ments in 4 years compare favorably 
with the accomplishments of many 
two-term Presidents. I think the key 
here is that he knew how to reach 
across the aisle and forge bipartisan 
compromises. I would like to highlight 
four. 

The first is the Acid Rain Program 
that was included in the Clean Air Act 
Amendments of 1990. The Acid Rain 
Program established a cap-and-trade 
regime to cut sulfur dioxide and nitro-
gen oxides emissions. Cap-and-trade 
was originally a Republican idea to 
harness market forces for environ-
mental protection. Environmental 
groups and Democrats were wary, ini-
tially, of the authorizations to emit 
SO2 and NOX, known as allowances. 
They worried that a ‘‘property right’’ 
in polluting was being established, but 
the program exceeded everyone’s ex-
pectation and is one of the most suc-
cessful environmental programs in his-
tory. When George W. Bush was Presi-
dent, the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, EPA, determined that the 
program has had a benefit-to-cost ratio 
of 40–1. Our technical knowledge of the 
best ways to structure cap-and-trade 
programs has grown exponentially 
since 1990; sadly, the political will has 
atrophied. Even though Republicans 
were the first to promote cap-and- 
trade, they have essentially abandoned 
the idea now, but President Bush saw 
the potential, and the enormous 
progress we have made in combatting 
acid rain is part of his environmental 
legacy that will endure. 

The second accomplishment is the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA, 

which our retiring colleague, Senator 
HATCH, championed with then-Senator 
Tom Harken from Iowa. President 
Bush signed ADA into law in 1990, and 
it became known as the Emancipation 
Proclamation for people with disabil-
ities. ADA literally changed the land-
scape of America by requiring build-
ings and transportation to be wheel-
chair accessible, and it required work-
place accommodations for people with 
disabilities. Nearly 30 years after Presi-
dent Bush signed ADA into law, the 
improvements the ADA has made enjoy 
an 83 percent approval rating from the 
American public. Making life, edu-
cation, and work more accessible to 
people with disabilities isn’t just good 
for them; it is good for all of us as we 
benefit from the fuller contributions 
they are now able to make to society. 

The third accomplishment, I am sure, 
was difficult for President Bush, and it 
cost him Republican support in his bid 
to win reelection in 1992: the 1990 budg-
et deal he negotiated with Congress. At 
the 1988 Republican National Conven-
tion, he famously said, ‘‘Read my lips: 
no new taxes.’’ While he was a Texan 
by choice, he never lost the prag-
matism characteristic of New 
Englanders. As a recession began to 
fuel a rise in budget deficits, he real-
ized that he needed to work with a 
Congress controlled by Democrats and 
come up with a budget deal, stating ‘‘it 
is clear to me that both the size of the 
deficit problem and the need for a 
package that can be enacted require all 
of the following: entitlement and man-
datory program reform, tax revenue in-
creases, growth incentives, discre-
tionary spending reductions, orderly 
reductions in defense expenditures, and 
budget process reform.’’ He understood 
that such a comprehensive framework 
is the only way to reduce the deficit. 
Unfortunately, the Trump administra-
tion and congressional Republicans 
still cling to the discredited notion of 
‘‘supply-side’’ economics, which Presi-
dent Bush famously called ‘‘voodoo ec-
onomics,’’ and our budget situation has 
become more and more precarious. I 
doubt President Trump is capable of 
displaying President Bush’s prag-
matism, deal-making ability, and will-
ingness to sacrifice personal popularity 
for the greater good. 

His fourth accomplishment fell with-
in his ‘‘wheelhouse″: foreign policy and 
personal diplomacy. He prudently, suc-
cessfully navigated the fall of the Ber-
lin Wall, the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, and Saddam Hussein’s invasion 
of Kuwait. He showed remarkable but 
characteristic restraint when the Ber-
lin Wall came down, and many histo-
rians credit that restraint with pre-
venting a backlash from hardliners in 
Eastern Europe. Likewise, the relation-
ship he carefully cultivated with So-
viet Premier Mikhail Gorbachev, in-
cluding negotiating the Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty, START, helped end 
the Cold War not with a bang, but with 
a whimper. 

Prior to the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, when Hussein invaded Kuwait 

in 1990, President Bush carefully as-
sembled a coalition that consisted of 
our traditional allies but also the So-
viet Union and, even more crucially, 
other Arab nations to drive him out. 
He went to Congress and received au-
thorization for the use of military 
force when it became clear that inter-
national diplomacy would not succeed 
in dislodging Hussein. ‘‘Operation 
Desert Storm’’ was well-planned and 
well-executed and succeeded in liber-
ating Kuwait in less than 2 months. 
While many people have argued that 
President Bush should have extended 
the war to remove Hussein from power, 
he made it clear from the start that 
was never his objective. He presciently 
argued that pursuing Hussein into Iraq 
would destabilize the region and lead 
to a lengthy military conflict. Presi-
dent Bush optimistically spoke of a 
‘‘New World Order’’ characterized by 
an era of historic cooperation between 
nations. He helped to bring such order 
into existence. It seemed durable at the 
time. Now, we realize that it needs 
more careful attention and nurturing 
than we, perhaps, previously thought 
necessary. 

All of these accomplishments and 
more cemented George H.W. Bush’s leg-
acy. They alone would be impressive, 
but what became clear in the out-
pouring of respect and affection that 
followed his death is the acknowledg-
ment of what a genuinely decent per-
son he was. He was a humble and self- 
deprecating man. He respected our im-
portant institutions, and he respected 
people, including his opponents. He was 
deeply religious. He embraced the prin-
ciple of noblesse oblige: to whom much 
is given, much more shall be required 
in return. As a result, he lived his life 
as a servant. He was committed to his 
country and to his beloved wife Bar-
bara and his family, and to his friends. 
It seems he had an inexhaustible desire 
and capacity for making new friends 
from all walks of life, including former 
political adversaries such as the man 
who defeated him in the 1992 election, 
Bill Clinton. When President Bush 
spoke of his desire to see a ‘‘kinder, 
gentler America,’’—one illumined by a 
thousand points of light, he was sin-
cere. 

Since President Bush has died, many 
commentators have said that he rep-
resented a bygone era. I certainly hope 
not. If we are to continue succeeding as 
a nation, his fundamental decency, 
pragmatism, kindness, bravery, self- 
sacrifice, persistence, and optimism 
shine a bright light on the path we 
should strive to follow. If we wish to 
honor President Bush, we should re-
flect on his character and temperament 
and other sterling qualities and seek to 
emulate them. He was a great man. 
Perhaps even more important, he was a 
good man. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DEPARTING 
SENATORS 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 
December should be the happiest 
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